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Re-centering the world: ICIS s emphasis on place-based knowledge creates
new perspectives on world areas and on the relationship between them.

ICIS Mission Statement

ICIS combines international and comparative faculty research with area studies programs,
conferences, speakers, seminars, the mentorship of graduate and undergraduate students,

and study abroad opportunities. The Institute helps build intellectual communities that combine
place-based knowledge from speci c¢ world regions with cutting-edge analytic, comparative, and
practically engaged perspectives. The strategic mission of ICIS, which is closely associated with
the strategic plan of Emory University, is to promote global citizenship in a plural world.
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Regions @ Risk

Bruce M. Knauft, Executive Director, ICIS, Samuel C. Dobbs Professor of Anthropology

This issue of the ICIS newsletter explores
how understanding world regions

from the bottom-up, through place-
based knowledge provides a crucial
complement to top-down approaches to
international study. When practical issues
are in play reducing violence, providing
health care and education, or increasing
economic development ignorance or
neglect of local perspectives can put

even the most well-intentioned efforts

of the international community at grave
risk of failing or even of aggravating the
problems they are designed to alleviate.

At Emory, in general, and at ICIS

speci cally, we are fortunate that our

area studies programs do such a good

job of place-based academic scholarship
across major world regions. These include
Africa, Latin America, South Asia, East
Asia, Russia and Eastern Europe, and  in
conjunction with Emory s language and
culture departments  the Middle East
and Western Europe. The scholarship of
these programs and departments places
emphasis on linking the place-based
knowledge of research and publication
with student mentorship and teaching.

As elaborated in various contributions to

this issue of our newsletter, these links are
increasingly timely and important.

Connection between place-based
knowledge and wider understanding
does not happen by itself. As Professor
David Nugent notes later in this issue,
the academic study of particular world
areas and regions became prominent

at American research universities after
World War Il as the United States
increased its strategic interest in knowing
about, and intervening in, if not dictating
to, diverse world areas.

Along these same lines, as | noted in my
recent article Provincializing America
(Current Anthropology 48:6), the United
States has intervened militarily against
24 different countries since World War 11
an average of one country every two-
and-a-half years. This pattern continues
to the present. These incursions have
typically attempted to topple political
regimes or, alternatively, repress political
resistance. Such actions pose risks to
world regions and, correspondingly, to
our scholarly understanding and insight.
The United States now arms and employs
professional anthropologists as members
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of military Human Terrain System units
in Afghanistan and Irag.

Since the late 1980s, support for place-
based knowledge in area studies the
detailed understanding of cultures and
regions on their own terms has declined
in favor of emphasis on knowledge for
strategic purposes of control, economic
intervention, or policy in uence.

Amid this trend, connecting place-

based knowledge to larger critical
understanding, progressive dialogue,

and informed practice emerges as a vital
challenge in the university and also in the
world regions that we study.

In recent years, ICIS programs have
emphasized critical thinking that connects
academic research and publication on
issues of international importance with a
bottom-up understanding of regional and

local speci cs. Continued on page 2

ICIS in the Palm of Your Hand The Institute for Comparative and International Studies is one of several units on
campus working to bring important international perspectives and experiences to the Emory community. How are we distinctive?
First, ICIS is based in Emory College and serves as an umbrella for two programs integral to the College s undergraduate cur-
ricula: the College s Area Studies Programs and the Center for International Programs Abroad (CIPA). Second, the of ce of the
executive director, in collaboration with faculty members, coordinates a range of programs each year including international con-
ferences, graduate seminars, a visiting scholars programs, and international travel and research support for College faculty and
students. All of these programs seek to provide the Emory community with the academic, intellectual, and scholarly resources

needed to better understand and engage in global challenges and opportunities. This issue of the ICIS Newsletter highlights each
of these initiatives with a new design and format that shows both the individual strengths of each part of ICIS and the synergistic
relationships that make up the whole.




Continued from page 1

During the past 18 months, our initiatives,
in collaboration with others, have included
major conferences on the war in Iraq,
intervening in Africa, globalization

and empire, political formation and de-
formation in the Andes, and subaltern
citizens and their histories.

States at Regional Risk

A new project at ICIS extends these
concerns. With generous support from
the Carnegie Corporation of New York,
ICIS is inaugurating a three-and-a-half
year project with a budget of $483,236
to understand and engage States at
Regional Risk (SARR). This initiative
has evolved from ICIS programs that
have critically addressed con icts
within speci ¢ world areas in relation to
international forces and in uences.

Nations whose public services,
infrastructure, and security have been
devastated by violence, strife, or civil war
have often been dubbed failed states
countries such as Somalia, Congo, Haiti,
Afghanistan, Irag, Zimbabwe, Pakistan,
Burma, Guinea, and Chad. The state
governments of these nations do not or
cannot provide basic human services
for their people. And yet, what fails
ina failed state remains a troubling
question. Is this a failure of political will
and leadership within the country itself?
Is it a failure of economy or ecology,
beyond the realm of politics? Or, is it a
failure of the international community
to effectively encourage, support, and
reinforce positive developments for the
country s populace? Is it the legacy of
colonial and post-colonial exploitation
political, economic, and of resources
and environment by Western powers
themselves? In many cases, several or all
of these factors are importantly interlinked.

States that fail often carry a past legacy
of colonial or imperial oppression. This
history leaves them economically weak
on their own terms  and vulnerable to
pro teering from elites either within or
outside the country. Poor services and
support typically degrade the environment
as well as the economy while creating
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conditions ripe for corruption and even
ruthlessness. Sometimes states fail

for their citizens at the same time that
political power is effectively consolidated
by autocrats or warlords, who enrich
themselves and their supporters at the
expense of the nation. This enrichment
typically goes hand in hand with

pro teering by outsiders, including
traders and businesses or corporations
who collude or contract with state leaders
to expropriate resources from the country.

From Decline to Recovery?

The States at Regional Risk project
attempts to creatively recast how we study
and engage with failed states or states
at risk. Rather than taking the individual
country as the limited unit of analysis, the
project considers regional con gurations
and the impact of international forces on
state fragility. Even a quick look at the
map of failed states that is published
annually by Foreign Policy reveals striking
regional clusters. States at risk are rife
across regions of West Africa, Central and
East Africa, in parts of south and Central
Asia, and in the Andes of South America.

The SARR project places
special emphasis on
linking scholarly work with
practical engagement.

This cycle can be either reduced or
intensi ed by international policies and
interests. As such, SARR foregrounds
regional perspectives on states at risk.
This is consistent with ICIS s emphasis
on world areas and on the connections
between them.

The SARR project explores and cultivates
potentials for regional recovery across
four key world areas: West Africa, Central-
East Africa, South-Central Asia, and
selected parts of the Americas, especially
the Andes. Collectively, these regions
include approximately 80% of those
nations rated as being severely at risk of
decline or failure. The States at Regional
Risk project includes an initiative for

each of these its four world regions of
focus, including workshops, speakers, and
research and fellowship opportunities.

The SARR Project does not emphasize
state failure or decline so much as it does
the possibility and potential for social,
civil, and political recovery.

If states decline for a host of reasons, a
crucial issue is how cycles of decline can
be reversed and reinforced in the other
direction to promote productivity

and development.

If we hope to reverse states in decline,
academic understanding is not enough.
The States at Regional Risk project brings
together scholars with humanitarian
practitioners, policy makers, and

agents and victims from the countries
themselves. Informed dialogue and
increased understanding among these
constituencies is vital for increased
chances and opportunities for social and
civic improvement. To help ensure this
result, we are holding at least one major
conference in each of the world areas
themselves in countries such as Liberia,
Uganda, Pakistan or India, and Peru

or Ecuador. The Graduate School has
generously contributed funds for quali ed
Emory graduate students to apply to
attend these international conferences,
which will take place from late 2008
through summer 2011.

The larger goal is to promote networks of
in uence and partnership across scholars,
practitioners, policy makers, and citizens
within regions at risk themselves. Amid
impersonal forces and large structures, it
is easy to forget that states and societies
rise and fall at crucial junctures based on
the decisions and choices of individual
actors. Networks of understanding and
positive in uence have a chance to
succeed if they are based on partnership
in the regions and among the people who
have the most at stake. Facilitating this
process is the larger goal of our States at
Regional Risk project.

Note: A summary and the full text of the SARR project

proposal, as well as future updates, can be found on the
ICIS Website at www.icis.emory.edu.

Subaltern Citizens and their Histories

Art Linton, ICIS Senior Program Associate and Kate Bennett, ICIS Program Associate

'
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Provost Earl Lewis (far right) discussing
his paper

For the past year and a half, under
the leadership of Arts and Sciences
Distinguished Professor of History,
Gyanendra Pandey, ICIS has been
developing and supporting a program of
scholarly conferences, graduate seminars,
and a publication project concerning
Subaltern Citizens and their Histories.
Its goal has been to bring together
internationally distinguished historians,
social scientists, and Emory graduate
students to open up fresh avenues of
inquiry into questions of subalternity and
marginalization across world areas and,
in particular, to comparatively examine
questions of stigmatized difference in
India and the U.S. These patterns are
those of the disfranchised in the broadest
sense of that term  both the destitute
and marginalized and those who appear
slightly more comfortable in material
terms, but who are not full social or
cultural citizens with effective rights.

The rst of the two conferences, Sub-
altern Citizens and their Histories:
Investigations from India and the USA,
took place on October 13 and 14, 2006.
Thirteen visiting faculty from American
and Indian universities joined fteen
Emory faculty including the conveners,
Professors Pandey and Knauft. The ensu-
ing intellectual dialogue continued with
a follow-up conference of the same name
on December 7 and 8, 2007. The project
is now taking shape as an edited volume.

At both conferences, contributors
investigated notions of the people/nation/

folk and the meanings of historically
and contextually located concepts such
as democracy, politics, difference and
equality. Scholarly disciplines and elds
drawn upon included philosophy, history,
sociology, anthropology, media, and
law. Additional papers focused more
explicitly on the politics of peasants,
slaves, African Americans, women,
immigrants, homosexuals, India s dalits
( untouchables ), and the so called
backward minorities, commonly
perceived as not fully modern or
developed. In charting these histories,
several contributors documented the
denial of full rights as citizens to many
groups in contemporary democratic
societies, especially the USA and India.

These two conferences were closely

linked with graduate seminars taught

by Drs. Pandey (history) and Knauft

(anthropology) during the past three

semesters, beginning Fall 2006. During

the Spring 2008 semester, Dr. Knauft and

Dr. Sanal Mohan, Postdoctoral Fellow

in Colonial and Postcolonial Studies

and ICIS/RDI Visiting Scholar, are co-

teaching an advanced graduate seminar on
Subalternity and Difference.

Emory faculty members Brett Gadsden
(African American Studies), Leslie Harris
(History & African American Studies), Mary
Odem (History & Women s Studies)

One of the outcomes of the seminars has
been the emergence of an intellectual
community among a number of graduate
students from diverse academic depart-
ments History, Philosophy, Anthropol-
ogy, Religion, the ILA, Women s Studies,

and others, whose interest in subalternity
has provided a common ground. Several
graduate students, including Ajit Chittam-
balam (Institute for the Liberal Arts) and
Durba Mitra (History), participated in both
the conferences and several of their associ-
ated seminars; they shared the following

re ections:

Sunandan, graduate student (History);

Dr. M.S.S. Pandian, visiting Indian scholar;
Shailaja Paik, student in special standing
(History)

Durba Mitra:

Everyone always walked in with full
commitment to the seminar because we
had become friends, we had become a
community and so we had always read the
material, we could always refer to things,
we all took it on as serious academics;
it was like a conversation instead of a
professor with graduate students The
conferences were really useful we were
watching academics at work; they were
basically trying to cross different area
lines, and because of that we watched
a process of communication that hadn t
really happened before. We were watch-
ing the way one communicates across
different disciplines and boundaries. The
format made all this accessible to gradu-
ate students because, in the seminars, we
were asking the same kinds of questions:
how do you think about subalternity in
the American context? What is it that the
American context can bring to the Indian
context? When we juxtapose these two
different types of writing, what happens;
what do we see?

Continued on page 18
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ICIS Conferences Fall 2006 - Fall 2007

The War in Iraq and the Wider Con ict
November 8 & 9, 2006

This conference addressed how the Iraq war relates to the wider
con ict in the Mid-East, and what it portends for the future.
Visiting Speakers

Nadje Al-Ali, University of Exeter; Mia Bloom, University of Geor-

gia; Juan R.I. Cole, University of Michigan; Rick Fawn, University

of St. Andrews; Raymond Hinnebusch, University of St. Andrews;
Augustus Richard Norton, Boston University; Julie Peteet, University
of Louisville; Sasson Somekh, Emeritus, Tel Aviv University; David Tal,
Syracuse University. Emory Participants

Abhdllahi An-Na im, School of Law; Abbas Barzgar, Religion; Vincent
Cornell, Middle Eastern & South Asian Studies; Gordon Newby,
Middle Eastern & South Asian Studies; Gyan Pandey, History.

Introductory Remarks
Bruce Knauft, ICIS & Anthropology; Lisa Tedesco, Graduate Dean &
Vice Provost.

Sponsors

The Carnegie Corporation as part of the States at Risk project, The
Hightower Lecture Fund, F.M. Bird Fund, Graduate School of Arts and
Sciences, Department of Anthropology, Department of Middle Eastern
and South Asian Studies, Department of Political Science, Depart-
ment of Religion.

Empire & Nation in East Asia: Rhetorics
and Images

March 26 & 27, 2007

This symposium probed the uncertainties of discourses that surround
the nation-state and its representations in China, Japan, and Korea.

Emory Participants

Juliette Apkarian, History; Tonio Andrade, REALC-Russian; Bruce
Knauft, ICIS & Anthropology; Angelika Bammer, Institute of the Liberal
Arts; Julia Bullock, REALC-Japanese; Erik Butler, German; Jennifer
Terni, Institute of the Liberal Arts; Eric Reinders, Religion; Krista Van
Fleit Hang, REALC-Chinese.

Conveners
Cheryl Crowley, REALC-Japanese; Joachim Kurtz, REALC-Chinese;

Sponsors

The Carnegie Corporation as part of the States at Risk project, The
Hightower Lecture Fund, East Asian Studies Program, Department of
Russian and East Asian Languages and Cultures (REALC).

Intervening in Africa: Interrogating Inter-
national Operations in West Africa

March 30 & 31, 2007

Do humanitarian interventions reduce or ultimately exacerbate con-
ict? How can peace-keeping and state-building be more effective?
This conference considered these and other questions for the volatile
region of West Africa that includes Liberia, Sierra Leone, Guinea, and

Ivory Coast.

Film Screening Liberia: An Uncivil War

Visiting Speakers

Ibrahim Abdullah, Fourah Bay College, Sierra Leone; Jeanette
Carter,University of Liberia; Karen Colvard, Harry Frank Guggenheim
Foundation; Steven Del Rosso, Carnegie Corporation of New York,
Corinne Kufka, Human Rights Watch; Lacey Gale, Tufts University;
Daniel J. Hoffman, University of Washington, Seattle; Muctarr Jal-
loh, War Wounded Camp, Sierra Leone; Timothy Kelsall, Newcastle
University; Vivek Maru, Human rights advocate; Mike McGovern, Yale
University; Ambassador Joseph H. Melrose, Ursinus College; Wil-
liam Reno, Northwestern University; Denis Tull, German Institute for
International Affairs and Security; Fabrice Weissman, M@decins Sans
Frontitres Foundation; Joe Wylie, Liberians United for Reconciliation
and Democracy

Emory and Local Participants
Abdullahi An-Na im, School of Law, Thomas Crick, The Carter Center

Conveners:
Martha Carey Institute of Liberal Arts; Jean-Herve Jezequel African
Studies & History

Sponsors
The Carnegie Corporation of New York as part of the ICIS States at
Risk Project, The Hightower Fund and The Institute of African Studies

Subaltern Citizens and their
Histories | and 11

October 13 & 14, 2006;

December 7 & 8, 2007

For details, see page 3

Visiting Speakers

Flavia Agnes, Independent scholar, Mumbai; Shahid Amin, Univ.

of Delhi; Anjali Arondekar, U.C., Santa Cruz; Partha Chatterjee,
Columbia Univ.; Ariela Gross, U.S C.; Steven Hahn, U. Penn; David
Hardiman, Univ. of Warwick; Berta Hernandez-Truyol, Univ. of Florida;
Colin Johnson, Indiana Univ.; M.S.S. Pandian, Centre for the Study of
Developing Societies, Delhi; Emma Perez, Univ. of Colorado; Gayatri
Reddy, Univ. of lllinois; Sudipta Sen, UC Davis; Ajay Skaria, Univ. of
Minnesota; Kamala Visweswaran, U.T. at Austin; Milind Wakankar,
SUNY, Stony Brook

Emory Participants

Abdullahi An-Na im, School of Law; Deepika Bahri, English & Asian
Studies; Kristen L. Buras, Div. of Educational Studies; Vincent J. Cor-
nell, MESAS; Martha Fineman, School of Law; Joyce Flueckiger, Re-
ligion; Leslie Harris, History & African American Studies; Lynn Huffer,
Women s Studies; Lawrence Jackson, English; Regine Jackson, ILA;
Ruby Lal, Middle Eastern & South Asian Studies; Provost Earl Lewis,
History and African American Studies; Michael Moon, ILA; Mary
Odem, History; Bobbi Patterson, Religion; Laurie Patton, Religion;
Jonathan Prude; History; Conveners: Bruce Knauft, Anthropology;
Gyan Pandey, History

Off-Centered States: Political Formation and
Deformation in the Andes
Sept 28 & 29th , 2007

For details see page 5.

Off-Centered States in the Andes

Christopher Krupa, ICIS Visiting Post-Doctoral Fellow, and David Nugent, Professor,

Anthropology and Director, LACS

Distinguished conferee, Dr. Xavier Alb ,
CIPCA, Bolivia.

On September 28 and 29, 2007 ICIS
joined forces with the Program in

Latin American and Caribbean Studies
(LACS) to host the fourth States at Risk
conference. Entitled Off-Centered States:
Political Formation and Deformation

in the Andes, the conference brought
together 12 Andean specialists from
Europe, Canada, Latin America,

and the U.S. to discuss the profound
transformations of political society
currently taking place in Colombia,
Venezuela, Ecuador, Peru, and Bolivia.
These transformations are being
directed by an increasingly heterodox
set of actors  from indigenous peoples
movements to trans-national capitalists
and para-military organizations against
the conventions of political rule in these
countries, forcing us to think about the
state, civil society, and governance in
entirely new ways.

To this end, conference conveners Drs.
David Nugent (Anthropology and LACS)
and Christopher Krupa (ICIS and LACS)
organized the conference around the
notion of off-centered states. This
framing was intended both to sidestep the
current language of decentralization that
guides most bureaucratic interventions

in the Andes today and to question the
assumption that state systems and political
activity in these countries have ever been
fully centralized or limited to of cially
codi ed channels.

Historians of Andean societies have long
shown the tenuous nature by which the
nation-state model was advanced in the
19th century, creating regional enclaves,
ethnic polities, and governmental frontiers
that persist to the present with only
fragmented relations to national-territorial
coordinations of political power. In places
like northern Ecuador, this allowed the
owners of agrarian estates (haciendas) to run
their operations as mini-state enclosures
and to develop modes of governance over
their resident workforce that were often

in direct competition with those advanced
under the of cial rubric of state.

Similarly, Colombian paramilitaries extract
taxes and administer justice in areas under
their control in an effort to out-perform
the state in its ability to administer local
populations. Many indigenous groups
across the region are presently advancing
articulate proposals for developing
systems of regional governance that at
once replicate the basic functions of state,
claim a political lineage independent of

it, and suggest modes of relative political
autonomy that challenge all received
notions of how state power is meant

to map onto the political geography of
national territory.

The Off-centered States conference
sought to foreground questions of political
subjection, speci cally those attending
to the shifting frontiers of normative
and deviant citizenship in the Andes.
Amid expanded rhetorical assertions

of democracy and inclusion in these
countries, we asked: what locations of
identity, personhood, and place are being
newly marginalized or off-centered as
a result? We especially wanted to think
about these dislocations of political
experience in relation to the purported
functions of states, such as the provision
of health care, education, rights, and
judicial process.

Participants responded by offering insight-
ful papers that examined Andean states
both as off-centered political elds and
from off-centered locations of analysis.
They addressed how the construction of
material state infrastructures, such as roads
and property mapping systems, in frontier
zones tended to produce contestations be-
tween regional power-holders over legiti-
mate rule; how underground leftist parties
were able to inspire elaborate fantasies

of opposition in states facing successive
crises in their own capacity to govern; and
how the region s new wave of populist
presidents, such as Hugo Chavez in
Venezuela and Rafael Correa in Ecuador,
are supporting their regimes by forming
networks of service providers in marginal
neighborhoods and rural communities.

Together, these cases presented both a
distinctive pattern of Andean state forma-
tion and the need to re-conceptualize

the overly centri-focal and territorially
coherent models that dominate work on
the state in other parts of the world. With
this aim in mind, Drs. Christopher Krupa
and David Nugent will be working over
the next few months to produce an edited
volume containing selected papers and
commentaries from this conference.

Conference participants:

Xavier Alb (CIPCA, Bolivia), Charles
Briggs (University of California,
Berkeley), Catherine Conaghan

(Queens University, Canada), Lesley

Gill (American University), Penelope
Harvey (University of Manchester,
UK),Christopher Krupa (Emory University),
David Nugent (Emory University), Roger
Rouse (Carnegie-Mellon University),
Gavin Smith (University of Toronto,
Canada), Nathan Wachtel (ColltLge

de France, Ecole des Hautes Etudes

en Sciences Sociales, France), Mary
Weismantel (Northwestern University).

We would like to thank Emory faculty
members Bruce Knauft, Karen Stolley,
Ricardo Guti@rrez-Mouat, and Mary
Odem for their generous participation in
this conference. For information about
the upcoming publication, contact Dr.
Christopher Krupa at ckrupa@emory.edu.
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The Challenges and Payoffs
of a Cross-Disciplinary Seminar

Richard F. Doner, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science

In the summer

of 2007, Bruce
Knauft invited

me to co-teach a
graduate seminar
with him on a topic
of my choosing,
but related to my
research on the
political economy
of development. (Bruce s invitation
emerged from our participation in a
committee established by Dean Paul to
lay the groundwork for a Development
Studies Program.) Bruce agreed with my
proposed title, Politics, Governance,
and Development, and we taught the
seminar in the Fall 2007 semester with
18 students, all but two of whom were
graduates. The students came from
diverse departments and disciplines:
Law (1), Psychology (1), Philosophy (1),
Theology (1), Public Health (3), History
(6), Anthropology (1), Political Science
(5), and none from Economics. Many
had bi-cultural backgrounds with family
ties in South Africa, Romania, Bulgaria,
Zimbabwe, the Congo, Sri Lanka, India,
and Pakistan. Others had worked in
Kenya, Tanzania, Thailand, Fiji and
Mexico.
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In this essay, | want to offer my own
views on three questions: What were the
key differences concerning how students
approached the material? Pedagogically,
how did Bruce and | perform with
regard to making productive use of the
differences? What could we have done
better?

The main differences running through our
discussions can be brie y summarized as
follows: First was a tendency for students
to talk about issues by privileging either
theory or application. Some students
emphasized how concepts and approaches
actually played out in the real world,;

others were more concerned with the very
development of concepts and theories.
This is related to a second difference
namely, how far back in the causal
chain students sought to explore. Some
were content to focus on the immediate
impact and value of a concept, whereas
others sought to explore the geneology
of concepts. Ontological differences
also ran through our discussions. Some
assumed development outcomes to re ect
relatively linear and even generalizable
patterns; others stressed the highly
contingent nature of development
dynamics, emphasizing the critical role
of context-speci ¢ knowledge. A fourth
difference involved epistemology or,
more speci cally, the degree to which the
voices of different actors  especially
popular sectors vs. elites - should be
privileged as sources of knowledge about
what development should actually mean
and how development initiatives actually
played themselves out.

All of these differences contributed to
contention over methodological questions
such as: Was it useful or even possible

to compare and contrast development
experiences? What were the relative

bene ts of deterministic vs. probabilistic
designs? How useful was quantitative vs.
qualitative analysis? How did each of us,
implicitly or explicitly, operationalize
concepts and code variables? How did
research designs based on systematic case
comparisons compare with ethnographic
approaches? Lastly, these areas of
contention often re ected themselves

in different discursive strategies and

even what might be called comparative
advantages. Students with highly applied,
positivist training were sometimes
overwhelmed by the expository strengths
of those with more theoretical focus.

The fact that, by the end of the seminar,
students were listening to each other,

using others languages, and in many
cases, explicitly appreciating both the
gaps in their own approaches and the
value of others, suggests that Bruce and

I generally did a competent job. (I should
note that the teaching collaboration with
Bruce was a true pleasure). For me,

the seminar was especially useful in 1)
highlighting the importance of examining
the nature and origins of development-
related concepts; 2) expanding my sense
of substantive development issues; 3)
helping me to recognize the diverse
concepts of rationality; and 4) illustrating
the potential of cross-disciplinary work.

In retrospect, the seminar s bene ts went
beyond the immediate lessons for its
participants. More broadly, the exercise
nicely demonstrated the challenges and
payoffs inherent in Emory s efforts to
create a Development Studies Program.
As conceived by the faculty, the Program
is to be built around three components:
1) a concept of development as the
sustained improvement of the human
condition based on how people de ne
their rights to such improvement; 2)

an emphasis on the practice as well

as theories of development; and 3)

an explicit incorporation of points

of contention inherent in current
approaches to development. If our
seminar is any indication, building a
Development Studies Program on the
basis of these three components will
require conscious recognition of diverse
approaches in the context of speci ¢
development challenges.

Politics & Development:
An ICIS Seminar
Speaker Series

In conjunction with the seminar, Palitics,
Governance, and Development, the Depart-
ment of Political Science and ICIS hosted a
series of invited speakers throughout Fall
2007. Each scholar gave a presentation in
the evening seminar and a public talk. By
design, public presentations articulated with
the interests of cosponsoring social studies
departments and area studies programs,
and with the potential for future development
studies programs in Emory College. The se-
ries was funded, in part, by the Carnegie Cor-
poration as part of the ICIS States at Risk
project and the Hightower Lecture Fund.

October 4, 2007
Daniel Slater, Department of Political
Science, University of Chicago

Multi-methods in Social Science:

Pros and Cons

Co-sponsored by the Department of Political
Science

October 11, 2007

Eric Hershberg, Department of Political
Science, Simon Fraser University &
President, Latin American Studies
Association

Area Studies and the Disciplines:

A View from Latin America
Co-sponsored by Latin American and
Caribbean Studies

October 25, 2007
Andrew Schrank, Department of
Sociology, University of New Mexico

Idea Gaps and Industrial Extension in
Latin America: The Dominican Republic in
Comparative Perspective

Co-sponsored by the Department of
Sociology

November 7, 2007
Peter Little, Department of
Anthropology, Emory University

Development Studies:

A View from East Africa
Co-sponsored by the Department of
Anthropology

November 29, 2007
Kellee Tsai, Department of Political
Science, Johns Hopkins University

Capitalism without Democracy: the Private
Sector in Contemporary China
Co-sponsored by the Department of Political
Science

Gender Violence, Gender Justice:
Rethinking Post-Con ict Societies

Pamela Scully, Associate Professor, Women s Studies/African Studies

This ICIS graduate seminar, scheduled for Fall 2008, will explore how a gendered
analysis of violence and justice effects our understanding of con ict/post-con ict and
reconstruction after civil war. The seminar will integrate feminist analyses of sexual
violence with attention to debates within international human rights law as to how to
integrate women s rights into international human rights.

We will also examine processes known as transitional justice. Truth and Reconciliation
commissions (TRC) have become ubiquitous means of moving societies from con ict to
post-con ict states. Truth Commissions of one sort or another have ourished since the
1990s. At least 15 such commissions have taken place ranging from Argentina, Chile,
Guatemala, El Salvador, South Africa, Liberia, and Sierra Leone. Yet, gender experts
continue to point out the weakness of this model in addressing women s concerns. We
will examine the attempts made by TRC commissions to rectify this situation. Students
will have an opportunity to examine one commission in detail, depending on their
geographical area of focus.

A goal of the seminar is to see if we can, in fact, develop recommendations for taking
women s issues seriously in societies currently identi ed as being in a post-con ict
transition. To help accomplish this, speakers from outside of the academy will be invited
to share with us their perspectives and experiences concerning gender and women in
con ict and post-con ict societies.

In Fall 2008, a companion workshop on gender and transitional justice will be organized
through Emory s Feminist Legal Theory Project. Also, in Spring 2009, ICIS will host a
broad conference on gender violence and gender justice bringing together academics,
human rights experts, and activists. Students in the seminar will have the opportunity to
help plan the conference depending on their interests.

In Spring 2009, participants from the seminar will attend the 1CIS conference, and

some will be invited to present papers. (The best of the 25-30 page research papers that
students write in the Fall seminar will be presented.) One of the planned outcomes of the
conference is an edited volume on the comparative study of gender violence and gender
justice. Selected original research papers by graduate student participants, along with
papers by conference participants, will be considered for publication in this volume.

ICIS Travel Grant and Research Grant Recipients 2007-2008

Congratulations to the 42 College faculty members who received
funding from ICIS to pursue scholarly projects abroad. To help support
research projects abroad, ICIS awarded a total of $33,635 to seven
Emory College faculty members. Thirty-six faculty members received
a total of $48,597 to help fund travel to international conferences.

The application deadline for the next round of funding for both grant
programs is mid-October, 2008. For details, please consult the ICIS
website at www.icis.emory.edu.




ICIS Visiting Scholars

Kate Bennett, ICIS Program Associate

The goal of the ICIS Visiting Scholar Program is
to cultivate international scholarship at Emory

by bringing outstanding academics from across
the world to teach, share their research through
seminars and lectures, and create unique op-
portunities for cross-cultural dialogue around
timely themes and issues. The appointments are
funded by ICIS, articulate with Emory s area stud-
ies programs, and may have co-sponsorship with
departments and programs within Emory College.
In 2007-08, the ICIS Visiting Scholar Program
expanded to include visiting professors in addi-
tion to post-doctoral fellows. This academic year,
the program has brought the following scholars to
teach and work at Emory:

Nathan Wachtel

ICIS Visiting Professor Fall 2007
Area Studies Af liation:

Latin American & Caribbean Studies

efore coming to Emory last
B semester, Dr. Nathan Wachtel
was Visiting Professor at the
Taub Center for Jewish Studies at
Stanford University. He is Professor
Emeritus, CollLge de France, Paris,
where he was Chair of the Department
of History and Anthropology of
Meso-American and South American
Societies. He also served for many years as Director of Studies
atl cole des Hautes tudes en Sciences Sociales a post once
held by Claude L@vi-Strauss. A world-renowned scholar on the
Andes, his work bridges cultural history and anthropological
eldwork, and his writings often explore the transference of
collective memory seen through individual life stories.

Dr. Wachtel broke with prevailing practices as a young student
in Paris by deciding to pursue eldwork in Latin America.

He recounts with modesty that it was an original, if not
rebellious, move: | wanted to go out of Europe, to upset the
Euro-centrism. Having been trained in German and English,
he taught himself Spanish and set out to conduct what is now
considered groundbreaking ethnographic work among Andean
indigenous peoples.

More recently, he has been studying the Marranos the Latin
American descendants of European Jews who were forcibly
converted to Catholicism in Portugal and Spain during the

15th and 16th centuries. He is in the process of collecting
life stories of Marrano families in northeastern Brazil, who,
while Christian, have nonetheless secretly maintained certain
Jewish customs and rituals into the present. He has written
that these customs include respect for dietary rules (such as
the prohibition against pork, sh without scales, etc.), candle
lighting on Friday evenings, reading only the Old Testament,
speci c funerary rites, etc. All of these elements converge to
suggest the survival, whether conscious or unconscious, of a
Marrano memory.

The Fall 2007 seminar he taught at Emory, Marginality,
Memory, and Identity, brought together many of the major
themes of his life s work by focusing on the Uru Indians of
Bolivia and the Marranos of Latin America case studies
which, also allows re ection about the role of history in
anthropology and anthropology in history, as he notes in the
course description.

“l wanted to go out of Europe, to
upset the Euro-centrism.”

While at Emory, in addition to teaching, giving public lectures,
and participating in the ICIS conference, Off-Centered States:
Political Formation and Deformation in the Andes, Dr. Wachtel
also took part in an informal reading group on the topic of
historical memory (organized by Professors Angelika Bammer
and Karen Stolley). Faculty and graduate students met to read
and discuss selections of Professor Wachtel s groundbreaking
book, Visions of the Vanquished, and his most recent work, The
Return of the Ancestors. Dr. Stolley later re ected that, It was
a great opportunity to be able to work with Professor Wachtel
during his semester at Emory. | remember discovering Vision of
the Vanquished as a graduate student and being dazzled by what
was, at the time, a very radical interdisciplinary approach to
reading about the conquest from an indigenous perspective.

While at Emory, Dr. Wachtel also managed to continue work
on several book projects in progress. In addition to a book
on the Marranos in Brazil, he is researching what he calls,

the machine of the Inquisition and the mechanisms of the
confessions. Much of this material is in the National Archives
of Lishon. A third book underway is an anthology of travelers
chronicles from the conquest of the Americas to the beginning
of the 20th century in the New World.

Dr. Wachtel s publications include The Vision of the Van-
quished: the Spanish Conquest of Peru through Indian Eyes,
1530-1570 (1977); Jewish Memories (1991); Gods and Vam-
pires: Return to Chipaya (1994); Le Nouveau Monde, Mondes
Nouveaux (Co-ed., 1996); and Los Andes (Co-ed., 2003).

[Photo courtesy of Mary Jo Duncanson]

Patience Kabamba

ICIS Graduate Fellow

Home base: ICIS

Program Af liation: African Studies
pkbamb@emory.edu

atience Kabamba, PhD Candidate,
P Department of Anthropology,
Columbia University, arrived at
Emory as an ICIS Graduate Fellow
at the beginning of the Fall 2007

semester. It was his most recent leg
on a remarkable journey.

Born in a remote village in the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo, Mr. Kabamba was educated at a Jesuit
boarding school sixty miles from his home. After high school,
wishing to join the Jesuit order himself, he attended university,
earning what would be the rst of many degrees (in Mathemat-
ics) in the DRC. Soon after, he started the Jesuit formation or
training, which brought him to many other institutions, including
the Centre Sevres, Jesuit College of Philosophy in Paris (part of
the Sorbonne) for a BA in Philosophy; the University of Natal
Durban, South Africa where he completed Master s degrees in
both Philosophy and Development Studies; and the Katholieke
Universiteit Leuven, Belgium, for an additional MA in Philoso-
phy. By then, he had also begun to engage in service work as
part of the Jesuit curriculum. In Chad, he taught mathematics
and philosophy in a high school and served as a prison chaplain.
Later, in Nairobi, he was in charge of street children. These
experiences, and several others like them, were rewarding. As
he recounts, | wanted to have my feet on the earth. It was in
Nairobi (after 11 of the 14 years required for ordination) that he
decided to leave the order, but with no regrets: One of the things
I liked about the Jesuits is that you deal with very intellectual
people as well as the poorest of the poor; that is the goal of the
formation to be able to link the two.

“I wanted to have my
feet on the earth.”

A chance meeting in South Africa with Columbia University s
then Director of the Institute of African Studies, Mahmood
Mamdani, introduced him to the idea of studying anthropology
an area where he could continue to blend theory with eld work
on the ground.

Mr. Kabamba s dissertation, Trading on War: Con ict, Trade
and Ethnicity in the Democratic Republic of the Congo,
concentrates on one of the world s states at risk. Through over
two years of eld work in the DRC, he has constructed a case
study virtually unknown to outsiders: that of a highly successful
network of traders in northeast Congo who, amidst war, violence,

social chaos, and lack of government and infra-structure, have
created a highly functional and socially complex, country-wide
organization for commerce. It is the Nande people, an ethnic
group traditionally engaged in trading, who have become the
DRC s business elite in a state where business, effectively, has no
viable way to exist. In his own words, Mr. Kabamba s research

argues that the collapse of public authority and the resulting
con ict in the Democratic Republic of the Congo has led to the
emergence of new institutional arrangements between grassroots
populations, armed actors, and various elites at the local and
regional level. These foster new strategies of social, economic
and political integration.

During the Spring 2008 semester Mr. Kabamba is teaching an
undergraduate seminar, Violent Transformations in African
States. He will also continue to give public lectures and advise
ICIS and members of the Emory Community on matters related
to Africa; he serves as a resource on the ICIS States at Regional
Risk project in particular. His PhD program at Columbia is
being supervised by Professor Charles Tilly; his dissertation
defense takes place at the end of May.

Rui Magone

ICIS Visiting Assistant Professor of Chinese,
Fall 2007 and Spring 2008

Area Studies Af liation: East Asian Studies
Home Department: REALC
rmmagone@emory.edu

r. Rui Magone, an historian by
Dtraining, was born in Portugal,

educated in Vienna, China, and
Berlin; is uent in Portuguese, German,
English, Chinese and French; and also
reads Spanish, Italian and Latin. Given
those skills, and a temperament inclined
toward close collaborations with other
experts, he is especially well positioned
to tackle a project as large and involved as his present one:
reconstructing the history of the Portuguese seaborne empire
through the prism of Goa a small region located on the west
coast of India. Practically, Goa served as a relay between
Europe and China in the age of colonialism, he states. By
bringing a vast number of different threads together, speci cally
ones connecting Lisbon to Macau and Beijing, Dr. Magone
plans to eventually sketch out a complex and multi-layered
picture of globalization in its beginnings.

\ "

Dr. Magone is teaching two courses at Emory this spring:
Confucian Classics and Special Topics in Chinese Studies:

Goa and Globalization, 1500-1800. The rst of these is a

foundational course for students interested in Chinese language

Continued on page 10
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Continued from page 9

and culture; the second is based on Dr. Magone s research on
Goa and reveals the kinds of topics that propel his scholarly
imagination: historical questions that can only be examined
through a multi-layered, multi-disciplined, and at times, multi-
lingual approach.

After his ICIS visiting professorship ends in May, Dr. Magone
will return to Europe and resume his position as Research Fel-
low at the Center for the History of Science at the University
of Lisbon. Several projects await. He will continue research on
Goa and also complete writing a handbook on Chinese Studies
to be published in German. Also, he will resume work on what
he refersto asa small project the translation into English
from Classical Chinese of a book composed in the early 17th
century by a Jesuit missionary, Manuel Dias Jr (along with
Chinese collaborators). This text, titled Epitome of Questions
on the Heavens (Tianwenl e in Chinese), was the rst popular
introduction to western astronomy presented and published

in China. This is a joint project with Portuguese colleague,

Dr. Henrique Leit?o, an expert on the history of science.*

Both scholars are interested in not only the text but, perhaps
more so, in the questions it raises. For example, the book is the
rst in China to mention Galileo and his use of his high-mag-
ni cation telescope to study the cosmos. And, it records it very

soon after this achievement took place in Italy. With evident
curiosity, Dr. Magone asks, How could they know so early in
China? How did they nd out? What were the means of infor-
mation transfer?

Dr. Rui Magone received his PhD in Chinese Studies at the Free
University of Berlin in 2001 and served as an assistant professor
there from 2001-2006. In addition to topics mentioned above, his
research interests also include late imperial Chinese intellectual
history, Sino-Portuguese Relations 1600-1800, and education in

late imperial China. His publications include Who Wants to be
a Bureaucrat?: the Performative Dimension of Qing Civil Service
Examinations, Asiatische Studien 58.3; he is co-editor of the
monograph series Opera Sinologica (Wiesbaden).

P. Sanal Mohan
ICIS Post-Doctoral Fellow Spring and Fall 2008
sanal.mohan@emory.edu

Dr. Sanal Mohan, an historian of dalit (Untouchable) social
movements in southwest India, is Senior Lecturer, School of
Social Sciences, Mahatma Gandhi University, Kerala, India. In
Spring 2008 he is co-teaching a graduate seminar Subalternity
and Difference, with Professor Bruce Knauft. A more complete
description of Dr. Mohan s work and his activities at Emory will
appear in the next issue of the ICIS Newsletter, Fall 2008.

Monica Juneja

ICIS Visiting Professor, Spring and Fall 2008
Home Department: Middle Eastern and
South Asian Studies

Af liation: South Asian Studies
mhuneke@emory.edu

Dr. Monica Juneja comes to Emory from an Erasmus Mundus
Visiting Professorship, at the University of Vienna in Austria.
She is currently teaching Exploring the History of South Asian
Art. Courses planned for Fall 2008 include an undergraduate
course, South Asian Civilizations, and a graduate seminar

on historiography and the use of visual representation. A more
complete description of her work and her activities at Emory
will appear in the next issue of the ICIS Newsletter, Fall 2008.

*Dr. Leitdo will visit Emory this spring to give a lecture on April 17th as part of Dr. Magone’s course. Titled, “Through Seas Never Travelled Before: the
Art of Navigation in the Age of Discoveries,” this talk is open to the Emory community. Please contact Dr. Magone for details.

The Wrathful God: Religious Extremism in Comparative
Perspective An International Symposium
March 3 & 4, 2008, Michael C. Carlos Museum, Reception Hall

Should extremism be viewed as its own tradition, independent of the traditions of which it is normally
seen as a part? What is the God of extremism? Is the God of extremism different from the God of
mainstream religious traditions? Is critical orthodoxy an antidote to extremist doctrines? The conference,
which involves 13 visiting scholars and eight Emory faculty members, will examine religious extremism
from theological, sociological, and social-psychological perspectives. For the conference schedule,
paper abstracts, list of participants, and co-sponsors, please visit www.icis.emory.edu
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Introducing Emory Students
to Development Work on Campus

Cornelia Lindenau, Assistant Director for International Outreach Programs, CIPA

Just imagine nine young African students
from urban francophone Africa arriving
in New York City and they see all these
useless green spaces people call parks .
In an effort to create sustainable food
production, they set out to turn the parks
into farmland and start growing corn,
wheat and vegetables. *

Exactly. Incredible! How dare they  ? |

mean, they have no clue. . . We don t even
need that here, and, besides: growing food
in the middle of all these exhaust fumes. . .

Correct. And still: this happens on
a daily basis when outsiders, from
near and far, embark on enthusiastic,
compassionately planned development
missions to the continent of Africa and
other world regions. Of course, this is
an exaggerated analogy. But the basis
of this story underscores what is all too
often problematic: many of us longing
to be helpful do not have an ethical basis
upon which to act; we do not know the
people or their society and language;
and we do not understand the context of
situations as they present themselves to
us. Last but not least: neither the many
experts nor the people living in the
communities we work in are included in
planning or implementing any projects.
Typically, they are not included in looking
at the outcome, the success/failure and
sustainability at the end  growing corn
in Central Park.

Two initiatives at Emory University have
set out to help students build a practical
and ethical foundation for approaching
development work. One is a College
initiative (UPGRADE), the other one is a
cross-school collaboration.

UPGRADE the Undergraduate Program
in Global Research and Development is
housed in CIPA. It offers quali ed
College undergraduates a grant to
undertake a nine-week summer internship

in development training. The program
is associated with the Foundation for
Sustainable Development, a non-pro t
organization whose mission, besides
assisting grassroots organizations, is to

raise awareness of the challenges faced
by those in the developing world. . . train
the development leaders of tomorrow,
and facilitate increased cross-cultural
understanding.

“Just imagine nine
young African students
from urban francophone
Africa arriving in New
York City — and they
see all these useless
green spaces people
call ‘parks’. In an effort
to create sustainable
food production, they
set out to turn the parks
into farmland and start
growing corn, wheat
and vegetables. ...”

Students participating in UPGRADE
choose a service-learning internship from
one of eight countries located throughout
Latin America, East Africa, and South
Asia. In addition, Dr. Edward Queen,
Director of Emory s Center for Ethics,
will guide the undergraduate students

on the UPGRADE grant in a structured
online re ection process to monitor their
engagement and intensify their learning
experience. Prior to that, UPGRADERs
will participate in a range of workshops
and activities to foster deeper understand-
ing and develop a radical humility in their
approaches. A day-long workshop for
both undergraduates and graduate students
is at the core of what the second initiative

stems from: the recognized need to pre-
pare a broad spectrum of Emory students
interested in doing work or research in
lower-resource countries.

A committee comprised of faculty and
staff from CIPA, the Health Sciences, the
Global Health Department of the Rol-
lins School of Public Health, the Global
Health Institute, the Center for Ethics, the
Anthropology Department, Area Studies
Programs, and the Nursing School across
Emory s campus is developing an inaugu-
ral day-long workshop Working Across
Cultures . This workshop on Saturday,
April 5, 2008 is aimed at approximately
40 undergraduate students [UPGRAD-
ERSs, students studying in lower-resource
countries, students focusing on inter-
national research (SIRE, IDN-CIPA
Scholars) or working in international
science laboratories (IRES)]. In addition,
it includes up to 40 graduate students on
a variety of research and service projects.
Additional evening sessions designed

for individual group needs, a Health and
Safety evening with the Global Field
Experience students, and an extensive
Blackboard site will complement the top-
ics of the April 5th workshop.

The workshop itself will cover basic
issues such as the logistics of traveling,
health precautions and immunization,
along with country-speci ¢ information
for individuals or groups traveling to a
shared location. Academic topics such as
human subjects review (IRB) approval
will also be considered. Case studies,
group discussions, and role playing will
form an essential approach to the content.
In addition, a range of articles, resources,
and at a later stage - an opportunity for
students to interact via blogs while abroad
will be added onto the Blackboard site ac-
cessible to conference-registered students.
* Quote from ICIS colleague Patience

Kabamba
Continued on next page
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